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Responding to ‘Care Matters’: Two half-day
MRC seminars

MRC Practice Development Sessions —
Children’s Services

MRC Conferences and Practice Development
Sessions — Adult’s Services

Forthcoming MRC Conference

MSc Social Work:
Study at the University of Bedfordshire

‘Children’s Health, Our Future’
Department of Health Review

‘Right Time, Right Place’

Learning from the Children's NSF Development
Initiatives for Psychological Well-Being & Mental
Health

Joseph Rowntree Foundation:
Recently Published Research Reports

Making Research Count
at the University of Bedfordshire

Conferences
Useful Websites

wls-. @3
University of o
Bedfordshire RERER

Would you like to contribute
to this Newsletter?

Do you have any research-related news that you would
like to share with other social work and social care
colleagues? This could be about an aspect of your own
practice, feedback from a conference you have
attended, or details of forthcoming events. If so, we
would be delighted to hear from you.

Our newsletter is published quarterly, in February,
May, August and November. If you would like to
contribute to a future issue, please contact the MRC
Bedfordshire Co-ordinator: Jo Neale, Institute of
Applied Social Research, University of Bedfordshire,
Park Square, Luton LU1 3JU, jo.neale@beds.ac.uk,
(01582) 743786.
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Two half-day seminars exploring
research in looked after children

Venue: King's College London
Stamford Street, London SE1

Organised by
Making Research Count at
University of Bedfordshire
and King’s College London

Wednesday 5 March 2008
10.00am — 1.00pm
A First Class Education
for Looked After Children

Dr Isabelle Brodie
University of Bedfordshire

Wednesday 2 April 2008
10.00am — 1.00pm
What Works in Preventing
Children from Coming in to Care

Dr Donald Forrester
University of Bedfordshire

For further information, or to book
your place, please visit:

www.beds.ac.uk/mrc




ING'S

I,Oggﬁgl:f} ‘,.' University of
— Bedfordshire

University of London

King’'s College London and University of Bedfordshire have pleasure in offering the following seminars. In
each session, the speaker will discuss recent research on the topic, and its implications for social work and
social care practice.
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A certain number of places for these seminars are free to staff in organisations that are members of Making
Research Count. For those who are not members, the cost is £70. Places are limited, so you will need to
book through your own agency’s Training Department, online at www.beds.ac.uk/mrc, or by contacting the
MRC Administrator at University of Bedfordshire, Cara Senouni, at cara.senouni@beds.ac.uk, (01582)
743085.
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To book your place, please contact your own

A certain number of places for the above events are

agency's Training Department or the MRC free to staff in organisations that are members of
Administrator at University of Bedfordshire, Cara Making Research Count. For those who are not
Senouni, at cara.senouni@beds.ac.uk, members, the cost is £120. Places are limited, so you
telephone 01582 743085. will need to book through your own agency’s Training

Department, online at www.beds.ac.uk/mrc, or by
Further information on these and other MRC contacting the MRC Administrator at University of

activities can be found at: Bedfordshire_, Cara Senouni, on (01582) 743085 or at
cara.senouni@beds.ac.uk.
www.beds.ac.uk/mrc
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Making Research Count at the Universities of
Bedfordshire and King's College London is
hosting the following conference:

A certain number of places for this conference
are free to staff in organisations that are
members of Making Research Count. For those
who are not members, the cost is £140. Places
are limited so you will need to book, either
through your agency’s own Training Department
or by email to mrcbookings@beds.ac.uk.

If you would like to enquire about becoming a
member of Making Research Count, please
contact Jo Neale, jo.neale@beds.ac.uk, 01582
743786.

For further information on this and other MRC
events, please visit:

www.beds.ac.uk/mrc
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Social Policy Research Unit

Social Policy Research Unit

The Social Policy Research Unit at the University
of York has an international reputation for

excellence in research in social policy, especially
health and social care, poverty, social security
and social work. The SPRU website provides
details of studies conducted in these fields, and
many of the studies are concerned with
disabilities.

www.york.ac.uk/spru

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
-.AND THE ARTS

A major and unique national one day conference on how the arts
can be used in our communities and schools to raise awareness of
domestic violence; and to work therapeutically with victims,
survivors, child witnesses and perpetrators of domestic violence

Make a dramatic difference to the way you work
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MSc Social Work

Combining practical experience and academic study,
the MSc Social Work is designed for students who
already have a degree level qualification in a Social
Science discipline. It allows them to undertake a post-
graduate qualification which combines the professional
qualifying award with an academic award that reflects
and recognises their previous experience.

The programme is designed around the Department of
Health/ General Social Care Council prescribed
curriculum for Social Work and incorporates the
professional qualifying award allowing graduates to
enter employment as qualified Social Workers.

Start: September
Duration: 2 years
Location: Park Square Campus, Luton

Mode: full-time

Further details of these and many other courses
(including Criminology, Health and Social Care, Youth
and Community Studies and Youth Justice) can be
found on our website:

www.luton.ac.uk/courses
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A review of progress against the National Service

Framework for Children, Young People and Masernity
- Services 2004

This report, published in November 2007, provides an
overview of the work of the NSF. It outlines key policy
milestones, progress to date, and the major challenges
and opportunities still ahead. These will call for greater
leadership at all levels, from Whitehall to the front-line.
More than ever before, new approaches to improving
outcomes for children will call for collaboration
between all those involved in setting the policy,
commissioning and providing services. To download a
copy, visit:

Care Services Improvement Partnership m
Children young people and
families programme

Children Young People
and Families Programme

The Children, Young People and Families
Programme is part of the Care Services
Improvement Partnership. They have a number of
areas of work that support better services for
children and families, which are delivered through
the Regional Development Centres. The
programme is jointly sponsored by the
Department of Health and Department for
Children, Schools and Families.

The main aim of the Programme is to support real
change and better outcomes for children in
generic and targeted services, helping services to
implement Every Child Matters, the Children Act
2004 and parts of the National Service
Framework (NSF) for children, young people and
maternity services.

‘Right Time, Right Place’

‘Right Time, Right Place:
Learning from the Children's
NSF Development Initiatives
for Psychological Well-Being
& Mental Health’, was
published in January 2008,
and is available to download
from:

www.cypf.csip.org.uk/silo/files/right-time-right-
place.pdf

The handbook outlines the progress made in
innovative practice of 19 projects which were
funded through the Child and Adolescent Mental
Health Grant in 2005 and which targeted
innovations seeking to address the priorities
covered in the CAMHS Standard of the Children’s
National Service Framework (2004).

It showcases the projects, and their evaluations
and develops thematic links - drawing out the
learning from each project and from those
projects working in similar areas.
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Research Reports

The following research reports have recently been
published by Joseph Rowntree Foundation, and are
available for downloading from their website:

Cannabis Supply and Young People

A snapshot of how young people in a large city and
rural villages obtain cannabis. The study interviewed
young people aged 11-19, who had used cannabis
and/or been involved in cannabis transactions.
www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/
socialpolicy/2175.asp

Monitoring Poverty and Social Exclusion

This annual report on the state of poverty and social
exclusion in the United Kingdom covers low income,
work, education, health, housing, disadvantaged
children and exclusion from services.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/
socialpolicy/2164.asp

The Housing Pathways of New Immigrants

This research explores the arrival experiences and
settlement stories of new immigrants. It focuses on
the housing experiences of new immigrants and
considers the consequences of their arrival for local
housing markets and neighbourhoods.
www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/housing/2151.asp

Street Policing of Problem Drug Users

This study considers the nature and outcomes of
problem drug users' routine interactions with police.
www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/
socialpolicy/2161.asp

Using ‘Talking Mats’ to Help People with
Dementia to Communicate

The deterioration of communication between people
with dementia and their carers is one of the most
distressing aspects of the iliness. This project aimed
to establish whether Talking Mats, a low-tech
communication framework, help people with
dementia to communicate, and to examine how
effective they are for people at different stages of
dementia.

www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/
socialcare/2159.asp

Many more research reports, and a range of
valuable resources, are available from the JRF
website. Visit:

www.jrf.org.uk
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Making Research Count is a national
collaborative research dissemination initiative,
established by a consortium of Universities and
developed by regional centres. It brings
together the Universities of Bedfordshire,
Brighton, East Anglia, Keele, King's College
London, Salford, Warwick (in association with
Coventry), York, The Open University and their
social care and health agency partners.

The consortium has a proven track record in
social work and social care research and
delivers social work education at qualifying and
post qualifying levels. These common interests
provide a foundation to promote "knowledge-
based practice” in social work and social care.

Making Research Count at the University of
Bedfordshire has eight regional local authority
partners: Luton Borough Council, Bedfordshire
County Council, Hertfordshire County Council,
London Boroughs of Barnet, Brent, Enfield,
Islington and Tower Hamlets. Each pays an
annual subscription in return for a negotiated
range of services.

We work closely with King’s College London,
and the Institute of Psychiatry, in running a
programme of conferences and seminars that
draw on the top speakers in their field.

For further information, and details of our

forthcoming events, please see pages 1-4 of

this newsletter, and/or visit:
www.beds.ac.uk/mrc

If you would like to enquire about becoming a
member of Making Research Count, please
contact the Coordinator at the following
address:

Jo Neale

Institute of Applied Social Research
University of Bedfordshire

Park Square

Luton LU1 3JU
jo.neale@beds.ac.uk

(01582) 743786




3" UK Mental Health Research Network (North London Hu  b) Conference, 12-14 March 2008, Royal
College of Physicians, Regents Park, London. MHRN Scientific Organising Committee welcomes
abstracts for poster presentations which fit into the theme of improving patients’ mental healthcare
through research, including research topics which are of particular interest to carers and service users.
For more information, visit: www.mhrn.info/ and click on ‘Scientific Conference 2008’ on the left hand
side of the page.

Assessing the “Evidence-base” of Intervention for Vul nerable Children and Their Families:
Cross-national perspectives and challenges for rese arch, practice and policy, 26-29 March 2008,
Padova, Italy. The aim of this conference is to start the critical examination of the existing cross-national
research bases of both child and family client characteristics and service outcomes in order to identify
future directions for enlightened public policy, effective service programming, and improved empirical
outcome research. A closely related goal is to explore the latest “evidence-based” approaches to
effective child, youth and family interventions. For further information, visit: www.outcome-
evaluation.org/eusarf2008.

Early Intervention for Families At-Risk: Tackling E  xclusion and Supporting Change , Friday, 28
March 2008, 09:00 — 16:00, Central London. There are an estimated 140,000 UK families who have
‘chaotic lifestyles’ and are receiving statutory services and support. The Cabinet Office report ‘Reaching
Out: Think Family’, has called on services for children, young people, parents and communities to build
an holistic birth to adult inclusion programme within the context of the family. Early intervention is now
recognised as key to proactively supporting and challenging the most at-risk families before their
complex needs engender further exclusion. This national conference will provide delegates with the
latest advice and practical support from expert speakers and organisations at the forefront of improving
outcomes for families. Issues concerning tackling social exclusion and anti-social behaviour will be
covered, including: targeting family orientated services towards diverse ‘hard to reach’ groups;
engineering proactive community-based solutions to ensure the Every Child Matters outcomes are
upheld into adulthood; effectively sharing information and identifying assessment frameworks to
empower multi-agency integration. For more information, visit:
www.capitaconferences.co.uk/OurConferences/LocalGovernment/Early+Intervention.htm.

Balancing and Managing RISK, where RISK = Research, Information, Systems and Knowledge
SSRG Annual Workshop, Mon 7 — Wednesday 9 April 2008, Chancellors Conference Centre, University
of Manchester. The aim of this workshop is to look at the extent to which policy and good practice is
being informed by the effective use and dissemination of research, information and knowledge, and that
the appropriate systems are in place to facilitate this. As in previous years, the first day will cover policy
issues, the second day will address issues relating to performance assessment, and the third day will
cover issues relating to research and information. For further information, visit:
www.ssrg.org.uk/events/2007.asp#risk.

Safeguarding Children , 29 April 2008, Central London. This conference will bring together critical
decision makers and stakeholders in the safeguarding field. Morning plenary sessions include the
implementation of the Independent Safeguarding Authority, developments to ContactPoint and future
initiatives from the DCSF. Delegates then have the opportunity to listen to the views of children and
young people themselves on the safeguarding agenda. Stream sessions focus on current issues
including safer recruitment and allegations, police action to tackle child abuse and confronting hidden
child abuse. For further information, visit: www.capitaconferences.co.uk.

Working with Fathers, Thursday 8 May 2008, Salford University, Manchester. Engaging with fathers
and male carers of children with additional needs; evidence on the relationships between fathers and
children; the father’s role in the context of government policy for education, health and social care
workers, family support teams, team managers and anyone working with children where the father's
involvement is an issue, whether the father is resident or not. For further information, visit:
www.rip.org.uk/learningevents/0708/research_messages DET.asp?id=5.
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NSPCC inform

The online child protection resource

NSPCC inform is a free, online, specialised child
protection resource for practitioners, researchers,
trainers, policy-makers and other professionals
working to protect children.

This website provides access to the most current
information on child abuse, child protection and
safeguarding in the UK.

Register for free weekly email alerts

Read the latest news on policy, practice and
research in CASPAR News

Search a catalogue of over 30,000 child
protection related references

www.nspcc.org.uk/inform

The network for research
information planning
and evaluation in social
care & health services

Establishad 1972

The Social Services Research Group (SSRG)
provides a range of research information, planning
and evaluation in social care and health services.
SSRG members are drawn from a wide range of
professional groups and organisations sharing a
common interest in the work of the caring services.

The SSRG website contains information about:

Workshops and other events

Briefings

Consultations

Journal of Research Policy and Planning
Research governance

Useful links

They also have a notice board for queries, etc., and
an email alert service that will tell you when new
information is added to the website.

WWW.SSrg.org.uk
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Social Care Online

At Social Care Online you can access a broad range
of information and research on all aspects of social
care - for free. With new content added daily, you
can find information about all aspects of social care,
from fostering, to mental health, to human resources
and much more.

What topic areas are covered?
Benefits and personal finance
Criminal justice, law and rights
Education, training and employment
Families, children and young people
Government and social policy
Health and health care
Housing and environment
Living and life events

Management and organisational
development

Mental health and mental health care

People, groups and communities

Physical and learning disabilities

Research and evaluation

Social care services

Social work and social workers
Content is drawn from a range of resources
including journal articles, websites, research

reviews, legislation and government documents, and
service user knowledge.

Who is Social Care Online for?
Researchers and academics
Social care managers and practitioners
Social work students
Librarians and information professionals

Service users and carers

www.scie-socialcareonline.org.uk/




