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Making Research Count 
‘Research News’: 

Second Issue Now Available 

Making Research Count is a collaborative national 
research dissemination network based regionally in 
the social work departments of the Universities of 
Bedfordshire, Brighton, Central Lancashire 
(UCLAN), East Anglia (UEA), Keele, King’s College 
London, Salford, York and The Open University. 

All nine social work departments are actively 
engaged in research activity, generating research 
publications, reports and journal articles, as well as 
in the education of social work professionals, both at 
qualifying and post-qualifying level. 

‘Research News’, available via the address below, 
highlights some recent or current research 
undertaken in the departments in our network, and 
provides electronic links to the published reports. 
Download the Second Issue for details of the 
following: 

Gathering Evidence of the Sexual Exploitation 
of Children and Young People 

Jenny Pearce and Sue Jago, 
University of Bedfordshire 

Evaluating the Practices of Barnardo's, 
the Junction Children's Service 
Steve Myers, University of Salford 

Common Assessment Framework 
and Lead Professional Working 

Marian Brandon, University of East Anglia 

“So what do human rights mean to you?” 
A study of how older people 

think and talk about human rights 
Marian Barnes, University of Brighton 

Mental Health, Social Inclusion and Arts: 
Developing the Evidence Base 

Helen Spandler, University of Central Lancashire 

Personal Budgets in Rural Areas 
Jill Manthorpe and Martin Stevens, 

King’s College London 

www.beds.ac.uk/mrc  

   
 A conference for practitioners and managers in children’s services 

Learning From 
Serious Case Reviews Organised by Making Research Count at University of Bedfordshire and King’s College London 

 

Wednesday 
10 December 2008 

10am – 4pm 
King’s College London, Strand 

Places for this conference are free to staff in 
organisations that are members of Making 
Research Count at the University of Bedfordshire 
or King’s College London. For those who are not 
members, the cost is £150.00. Visit: 

www.beds.ac.uk/mrc  
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Making Research Count 
Practice Development Seminars  

for those working in, or with, Children’s Services 
Making Research Count at the University of Bedfordshire and King’s College London have pleasure in offering the 
following seminars. In each session, the speaker will discuss recent research on the topic, and its implications for 
social work and social care practice. 

Postponed to Spring 2009 Wednesday 5 November 2008 
Effective Practice 

in Extended Schools Chris Warren-Adamson University of Southampton 
Friday 14 November 2008 10.00am – 1.00pm King’s College London SE1 

Children Looked After 
in Kinship Care Prof Jane Aldgate Open University Wednesday 19 November 2008 10.00am – 1.00pm King’s College London SE1 

Working with Violent Clients Prof Brian Littlechild University of Hertfordshire 
Tuesday 25 November 2008 1.30 – 4.30pm King’s College London SE1 

Genericism and Specialisation in 
Social Work: Issues and Dilemmas 
40 Years After the Seebohm Report in partnership with The Social Work History Network Wednesday 14 January 2009 10.00am – 1.00pm King’s College London SE1 

Working with Resistance: 
Motivational Interviewing Dr Donald Forrester University of Bedfordshire 

Wednesday 4 February 2009 10.00am – 1.00pm King’s College London SE1 
Understanding Attachment Theory Prof David Shemmings University of Kent Wednesday 11 March 2009 10.00am – 1.00pm King’s College London SE1 

Working with 
Children and Young People 

Involved with Gangs: 
A Critical Analysis 

of Current Initiatives Prof John Pitts University of Bedfordshire 
Wednesday 25 March 2009 King’s College London SE1 ‘Double Bill’ 10.00am – 12.30pm Working with Children and Young People with Neuro-Developmental Processing Problems 1.30 – 4.00pm “I’d Like to Help, But I Can’t”: Working in Partnership to Support Children and Young People Dr Samuel Stein, CAMHS, Bedfordshire and Luton Mental Health and Social Care Partnership NHS Trust 

A certain number of places for these seminars are free to staff in organisations that are members of Making Research 
Count at University of Bedfordshire or King’s College London. For those who are not members, the cost is £80. 
Places are limited, so you will need to book through your own agency’s Training Department, online at 
www.beds.ac.uk/mrc, or by contacting the MRC Administrator at University of Bedfordshire, Cara Senouni, at 
cara.senouni@beds.ac.uk, (01582) 743085. 
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Making Research Count 
for those working in or with 

Adults’ Services One-Day Conference Friday 14 November 2008 10.00am – 4.00pm, King’s College London, SE1 
Evaluation of Individual Budgets Pilots: 

Messages for Policy and Practice Prof Jill Manthorpe King’s College London Practice Development Seminar Wednesday 19 November 2008 10.00am – 1.00pm, King’s College London SE1 
Working with Violent Clients: 

Messages from Research Prof Brian Littlechild, University of Hertfordshire Practice Development Seminar Tuesday 25 November 2008 1.30 – 4.30pm, King’s College London SE1  in partnership with Social Work History Network 
Genericism and Specialisation 

in Social Work: 
Issues and Dilemmas 40 Years 

After the Seebohm Report Practice Development Seminar Thursday 22 January 2009 1.30 – 4.30pm, King’s College London SE1  in partnership with Social Work History Network 
The Challenges and Potential 

of Care Management One-Day Conference Thursday 2 April 2009 9.30am – 4.30pm University of Bedfordshire, Park Square, Luton in partnership with Luton’s Partnership for Older People Project (POPP) 
Ageing and Mental Wellbeing 

To book your place, please contact your own 
agency’s Training Department or the MRC 
Administrator at University of Bedfordshire, Cara 
Senouni, at cara.senouni@beds.ac.uk, telephone 
01582 743085. 

Further information on these and other MRC activities 
can be found at: 

www.beds.ac.uk/mrc  

 
Resource guide 10: 

Commissioning and Providing  
Mental Health Advocacy for 
African and Caribbean Men 

(Published March 2008) 

By Karen Newbigging, Mick McKeown, Zemikael 
Habte-Mariam, Dennis Mullings, Julie Jaye-Charles 
and Keith Holt 

 
The purpose of this resource guide is to provide 
pointers for commissioners and providers of 
advocacy services to ensure that African and 
Caribbean men have access to appropriate high-
quality mental health advocacy. Appropriate 
advocacy services contribute to countering the 
effects of social exclusion and discrimination, which 
have been identified as significant issues for these 
men in their engagement with mental health 
services. The guide provides: 

• key messages from the research evidence  
• policy  
• principles to guide positive practice  
• translating these principles into practice  
• options for the organisation of advocacy  
• examples of advocacy services for African 

and Caribbean men  
• implications for mental health service 

users from other black and minority ethnic 
communities  

• information about available resources.  

Download this and other useful resources at: 

www.scie.org.uk  
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New Resource Available 
Two new leaflets have been produced for LGBT 
people experiencing domestic abuse. The leaflets, 
funded by Government Office for London and written 
by Greater London Domestic Violence Project 
(GLDVP) and Barking and Dagenham Primary Care 
Trust, are available to download from the GLDVP 
website – address below. 
 

 

 
 

 

The above documents, and many other useful 
resources, are available to download from: 

www.gldvp.org.uk  

 

NIHR 
School for Social Care Research 

Senior Scientific Administrator 

Salary: £47,846 - £55,446 pa inclusive with 
potential to progress to £61,457 pa inclusive 

Reference: 03/08/RES 

Application deadline: 20 November 2008 

The NIHR School for Social Care Research 
(NSSCR) – recently established with support from 
the National Institute of Health Research, and with a 
budget of £15 million – aims to increase and 
improve the evidence base for social care practice. 
The Senior Scientific Administrator would be 
expected to work with the four founding universities, 
the Department of Health and other key 
organisations to support the NSSCR and its 
activities. 

You will be responsible for strategic planning and 
management, research commissioning process and 
monitoring the progress and activities of research 
funded by the NSSCR; as well as for identifying and 
nurturing wider opportunities for the development of 
the NSSCR and working with the Director 
(Professor Martin Knapp) to establish and develop 
longer-term strategic relationships. 

You will ideally have extensive experience in 
managing research and development activities in 
local government, the NHS, a research foundation 
or a university. You will have excellent interpersonal 
skills, be a good communicator and be comfortable 
working at all levels within the organisation up to 
Board level. An essential part of this role is the 
development of good working relationships with key 
stakeholders in social care and related fields. 

In addition to a good salary, the benefits that come 
with this job are a final salary pension scheme and a 
generous annual leave. 

For further information, please phone 020 7955 
6183 quoting reference 03/08/RES or visit: 

www.lse.ac.uk/collections/recruitment/jobsAtLSE/ 
CurrentVacancies.htm#03/08/RES 

Interview date is 2 December 2008. 
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Would you like to contribute 
to this Newsletter?  

Our newsletter is published quarterly, in February, 
May, August and November. 

If you would like to contribute to a future issue, please 
contact the MRC Bedfordshire Co-ordinator: Jo Neale, 
Institute of Applied Social Research, University of 
Bedfordshire, Park Square, Luton LU1 3JU, 
jo.neale@beds.ac.uk, (01582) 743786. 

 
SCIE Knowledge Review 22: 

Working with 
challenging and 

disruptive situations 
in residential child care: 

Sharing effective practice 
(Published March 2008) 

By Rosemary Kilpatrick, David Berridge, Ruth 
Sinclair, Emma Larkin, Patricia Lucas, Berni Kelly 
and Teresa Geraghty. 

Residential care for children should be a positive 
resource. Homes providing a strong nurturing culture 
give children the care they need at certain times in 
their lives. Residential care settings which meets the 
personal, social, health and educational needs of 
children are much more likely to be safe places for 
children. 

 
This knowledge review examines a particular aspect 
of keeping children safe and promoting their well-
being: managing challenging and disruptive 
situations. 

Download this and other useful resources at: 

www.scie.org.uk  

Internet for Social Work 
Would you like to learn how to use the Internet for  
your studies or your work? 

Use this free, interactive tutorial to improve your  
Internet skills: 

 

The Intute: Virtual Training Suite  provides free 
Internet tutorials to help you learn how to get the best 
from the Web for your education and research. 

Tutorials are written and updated by a national team of 
subject specialists based in universities and colleges 
across the UK. 

‘Internet for Social Work’ is one of several categories 
of tutorial available from the ‘Social Sciences’ pages of 
the website. Others include: 

• Education 
• Psychologist 
• Social policy 
• Social research methods 
• Social statistics 
• Sociologist 
• Women’s studies 

Pick the tutorial that interests you, at:  

www.vts.intute.ac.uk  
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Gathering Evidence 

of the Sexual Exploitation of  
Children and Young People:  

A Scoping Exercise 

A scoping exercise was commissioned by Government 
to provide insight into the progress being made to 
challenge the perpetrators of child sexual exploitation, 
to report on emerging good practice and to identify the 
barriers and challenges that local partnerships are 
facing. 

The aim of the scoping exercise was to explore ways 
for local partnerships to disrupt the activities of those 
who sexually exploit children and young people and, 
where possible, take cases forward for prosecution.  

 

This report, by Prof Jenny Pearce and Sue Jago, 
highlights the various responses to sexual exploitation 
by agencies, and makes recommendations for change. 

The authors recommend more resources for training 
and investigating cases, and for a national led 
approach to tackling child sexual exploitation. 

The report can be downloaded, free of charge, from: 

www.police.homeoffice.gov.uk  

  

Social Care Institute for Excellence 

E-Learning Resources 
The Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) has 
developed a range of e-learning resources, and 
these are available on their website. 

These e-learning resources are freely available to 
all users and, through audio, video and interactive 
uses of technology, bring alive key aspects of social 
care. 

The resources are suitable for students studying 
towards the Social Work degree, educators and 
practising social workers. 

They are designed to engage groups and 
individuals through simulations, quizzes, games and 
video and audio, which help bring the topics alive. 
Moreover, they are supported by evidence based 
research bringing out key issues and provide full 
referencing of the legislation. They can be accessed 
from any internet enabled PC and are fully 
accessible to users with disabilities. 

 

To access these, and many other, useful resources 
visit: 

www.scie.org.uk  
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Evaluation of the Individual Budgets Pilots: Messag es for Policy and Practice , Friday 14 November 
2008, London WC2. Hosted by Social Care Workforce Research Unit at King’s College London, in collaboration 
with IBSEN, PSSRU and SPRU, this conference will address the following topics: Do individual budgets work, and 
at what price? Processes and experiences – user and practice perspectives. What next for individual budgets? For 
further details and booking information, visit: www.pssru.ac.uk, or telephone 020 7955 6238. 

Engaging with young people through social media,  Thursday 27 November 2008, London SW7. 
Conference organised by 4Children, in partnership with Opportunity Links, looking at engaging young people 
through new media and how this can be used within local authorities to meet and exceed statutory targets. The 
conference will include: Challenges for local authorities and providers in using new media to reach young people; 
Tools and tips on using new technology to reach and engage with young people; Case studies to explore the use 
of social networks; Participatory approaches to delivering positive activity websites; Interactive seminars on hot 
topics offering targeted practical advice and support; Information on engaging with hard to reach groups; Lessons 
learnt from the private sector; Findings from the latest research into social media and young people; Knowledge 
sharing and networking with other colleagues from around the country. For further information, visit: 
www.4children.org.uk/events/show/ref/159. 

Learning from Serious Case Reviews , 10 December 2008, London SE1. ‘Making Research Count’ at 
University of Bedfordshire and King’s College London one-day conference. For further information, or to book your 
place, please contact: Cian O’Neill, mhsw@iop.kcl.ac.uk, Social Care Research Workforce Unit, King’s College 
London, Strand Campus, The Strand, London WC2R 2LS, or visit www.beds.ac.uk/mrc. 

Safeguarding London's Children,  Friday December 12th 2008, QEII Conference Centre, Westminster, 
London SW1. Further details of the London Safeguarding Children Board's annual Safeguarding London's 
Children Conference can be found at: www.londonscb.gov.uk/. 

Safeguarding Adults: Are we Doing Enough?  Friday 12 December 2008, Royal Commonwealth Society, 
London WC2. This CPPS Seminar will discuss the following: Is the review of No Secrets a step in the right 
direction and moving us forward? How will the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 work in practice? How 
can national and local public bodies safeguard all vulnerable adults and provide high quality life chances? How 
can Local Safeguarding Adult Partnership Boards work most effectively? How can there be better shared 
understanding between care services and criminal justice agencies? How should we best be tackling abuse in 
social care and health settings? What lessons can be learnt from advances in adult safeguarding in Scotland and 
Wales? How do we best safeguard adults from Asian and other minority communities? How can the needs of 
adults with mental health and learning difficulty problems best be addressed? How can we safeguard adults whilst 
still promoting choice and control? How are we going to get to where we want to be in 10 years time? 
Contributors include: Jean MacLellan, Head of Adult Care, Scottish Government; Lezli Boswell, Chief Executive, 
Cornwall Partnership NHS Trust; Martin Eastman, President, Practitioner Alliance Against Abuse of Vulnerable 
Adults; Bridget Penhale, Reader in Gerontology, University of Sheffield; Senior Representatives, Department of 
Health, Regulators, Local Government, Police and NGOs; Pragna Patel, Chair, Southall Black Sisters. For further 
information, visit: www.cppseminars.org.uk/site/dpb.cfm?do=ref&fldCPPSref=RVW/220&varDetProgBiog=det. 

Special Guardianship , Friday 23 January 2009, London. A one-day conference, organised by the Post 
Adoption Centre, exploring the law, its implications, and therapeutic services for families created through Special 
Guardianship. Contact 020 7284 0555, email: training@postadoptioncentre.org.uk, or visit: 
www.postadoptioncentre.org.uk. 

5th Annual International Mixed Methods Conference,  Wed 8 – Sat 11 July 2009, Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire. Hosted by The School of Healthcare, University of Leeds. Keynote Lectures from Professor Jennifer 
Mason, University of Manchester, UK; Dr Lesley Currie, Yale University, US; and Dr Alicia O'Cathain, University 
of Sheffield UK. Workshops will include Conducting mixed methods research and the practice of research with 
Professor John W Creswell and Dr Vicki L Plano Clark; Quality in Mixed Methods Research with Professor Alan 
Bryman; Transformative Mixed Methods Research with Professor Donna M Mertens; and a step-by-step guide to 
publishing mixed research articles with Professor Anthony Onwuegbuzie and Professor Kathleen M T Collins. 
Abstracts are invited  from researchers, particularly those working within the social sciences, health and 
education. The deadline for abstracts is 3 April 2009. For more information, visit www.mixedmethods.leeds.ac.uk, 
or contact Sue Wright at s.wright@leeds.ac.uk. 

Conferences 
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Greater London 

Domestic Violence Project 

Greater London Domestic Violence Project (GLDVP) 
is a second tier service for the London domestic 
violence sector which was set up in 1997. It is a 
project of London Action Trust. 

GLDVP works to strengthen the sector by identifying 
common goals, promoting joint planning and 
minimum standards between agencies, ensuring that 
good practice in domestic violence work is 
transferred across London. 

They bring together key agencies to develop 
London-wide policies, raising awareness about 
domestic violence and increasing the effectiveness 
of inter-agency work. 

Their website contains useful resources (including a 
monthly newsletter that details: developments and 
updates in policy and research, current 
consultations, Parliamentary questions and new 
publications, jobs, training and events), for agencies 
working with domestic violence. 

www.gldvp.org.uk  Women's Aid is the key national charity working to 
end domestic violence against women and children. 
They support a network of over 500 domestic and 
sexual violence services across the UK. 

Women’s Aid website contains a range of useful 
information, resources, and publications available for 
download. 

 
‘The Survivor’s Handbook’, for example, is available 
in eleven community languages, and provides 
practical support and information for women 
experiencing abuse. It gives simple and accessible 
guidance on every aspect of seeking support, 
including: 

• Safety planning; 
• A guide to legal protection; 
• The effects of domestic violence on children; 
• Details of housing options along with a range 

of refuge and other domestic violence 
services; 

• How domestic violence can affect health, 
including mental health issues and alcohol 
and drug use. 

www.womensaid.org.uk  

 

Age Concern is a charity that aims to promote 
the well being of all older people, and involve 
them in all aspects of society. 

Their comprehensive web service includes: 
• advice and information; 
• fact sheets; 
• reading lists; 
• references; 
• statistics; 
• press releases; 
• campaigns and issues; 
• forthcoming conferences, and 
• Government legislation. 

www.ageconcern.org.uk  

Dads’ Space is a new project 
funded by The Department of 
Children, Schools & Families 
(DCSF) aimed at supporting 
fathers’ relationships with their 
children, particularly post 
separation. 

Dads’ Space will provide support 
and new media mechanisms to 
enable fathers’ to stay involved 
and active in supporting their 
children in ways that are 
responsible, safe and informed. 


