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�� Two New MRC Bedfordshire Members 

MRC Conference: Serious Case Reviews 

�� MRC Events - Children’s Services 

�� MRC Conference: Child Sexual Exploitation 

Joseph Rowntree Research Reports 

�� POPP Event: Ageing and Mental Wellbeing 

SCIE Resources: Implementing the Mental 
Capacity Act 

�� CWDC – Practitioner Led Research 

Online Resources: Virtual Social Work 

�� JRF Report: Improving Care in Residential Care 
Homes 

�� Other Conferences 
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Friday 
13 February 2009 

9.30am – 4.00pm 
King’s College London SE1 

Safeguarding services and practice for vulnerable 
children has been the subject of intense media and 
political debate over recent weeks. The role of serious 
case reviews have also been part of these 
discussions. Earlier this year the DCSF published 2 
important studies that looked at the all of the serious 
reviews that have been carried out in recent years. 

This conference brings together some of the 
researchers involved in this work together with 
independent consultants who have carried many 
serious case reviews. Together they will explore the 
messages regarding effective practice for 
safeguarding vulnerable children and young people. 

Speakers include: 

Julie Barnes, Independent Consultant 
Marian Brandon, University of East Anglia 
Sheila Fish, Social Care Institute for Excellence 
Lesley Moore, Independent Consultant 
Wendy Rose, Open University 
Jane Wonnacott, Independent Consultant 

Places for this conference are free to staff in 
organisations that are members of Making Research 
Count at the University of Bedfordshire or King’s 
College London. For those who are not members, the 
cost is £150.00. To book your place, visit: 

www.beds.ac.uk/mrc  
 

 

MRC Bedfordshire 
Welcomes 

Two New Members 

University of Bedfordshire is pleased to welcome 
London Boroughs of Hackney and Haringey as new 
members of Making Research Count. 

Our members now include: 
Bedfordshire County Council 
Bedfordshire and Luton CAMHS 
Hertfordshire County Council 
London Borough of Barnet 
London Borough of Brent 
London Borough of Enfield 
London Borough of Islington 
London Borough of Hackney 
London Borough of Haringey 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets 
Luton Borough Council 
Swan Fostering Ltd 

For information on how to join Making Research Count 
at the University of Bedfordshire, contact Jo Neale at 
jo.neale@beds.ac.uk, or visit: 

www.beds.ac.uk/mrc  
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Research Reports 

The following research reports have recently 
been published by Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation, and are available for 
downloading from their website: 

Five types of inequality  
Discussion of social evils on a theme of ’inequality’ 
which takes a wide view of the causes and possible 
cures of injurious inequalities, looking at five types of 
inequalities and how to remedy them. 

Opportunity and aspiration: two sides of the 
same coin?  
Discussion of social evils on a theme of ’inequality’ 
which argues that until we can reconcile the 
problems of excessive individualism and greed, life 
opportunities will continue to be lost. 

Why do people think inequality is worse than 
poverty?  
Discussion of social evils on a theme of ’inequality’ 
which argues that, with extraordinary imbalances in 
society, we must replace the myth that accumulating 
wealth is the supreme human purpose. 

Monitoring poverty and social exclusion 2008  
This is the tenth anniversary of MPSE annual 
reports, which provide an independent assessment 
of the progress being made in eliminating poverty 
and social exclusion in Britain. 

Religion, beliefs and parenting practices  
The influence of religious beliefs on parenting, from 
the perspectives of both adolescents and parents. 

Care and support - a community responsibility?  
Discussion of challenging issues for the future of 
care: should the community play a bigger role? 

Rethinking social care and support: What can 
England learn from other countries?  
Discussion of challenging issues or the future of 
care: identifying principles for reform in England. 

Time and income poverty  
Examines the tension between increasing income 
and maintaining enough time for personal and child 
care. 

Developing the use of ’MDS-RAI’ reports for UK 
care homes  
Using an assessment system to raise standards in 
long-term care homes. 

To download these and other research reports from 
the JRF website, visit: 

www.jrf.org.uk  
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To book your place, please contact your own agency’s 
Training Department or the MRC Administrator at 
University of Bedfordshire, Cara Senouni, at 
cara.senouni@beds.ac.uk, telephone 01582 743085. 

   
 

 

Useful Resources: 
Implementing 

the Mental Capacity Act  

 

SCIE has launched some new materials to support 
the implementation of the Mental Capacity Act 
(MCA) 2005. These materials have been 
commissioned by SCIE and the Department of 
Health with the aim of helping the people 
responsible for implementing the Act to understand 
its requirements. 

The MCA is a complex piece of legislation and must 
be interpreted and implemented by a number of 
different professional groups, so a broad range of 
materials have been commissioned with the aim of 
providing support to all providers of health and 
social care. 

Some of the materials focus on a particular field 
(e.g. end of life care, learning disabilities or mental 
health), others offer more general guidance. There 
are also links to materials about the MCA that have 
been produced by other organisations. More 
materials will be added as they become available 
and the aim is to provide a "first port of call" for 
anyone who is looking for information about the 
Mental Capacity Act. 

To find out more visit: 

www.scie.org.uk  
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Would you like to 
contribute to this 

Newsletter? 
Our newsletter is published quarterly, in 
February, May, August and November. 

If you would like to contribute to a future issue, 
please contact the MRC Bedfordshire Co-
ordinator: Jo Neale, Institute of Applied Social 
Research, University of Bedfordshire, Park 
Square, Luton LU1 3JU, jo.neale@beds.ac.uk, 
(01582) 743786. 
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Developing an Integrated Children's Services Workfo rce, Tuesday 10th February 2009, Earls Court 
Conference Centre, London. LGC Conferences. Developing an integrated, multi-skilled workforce, with a shared 
culture of success is crucial for the ongoing success of children’s services. We need practical solutions for 
developing successful recruitment, induction and development processes across children’s services partnerships. 
Issues to be discussed include; Implications of greater integration in your children’s services; Achieving better 
outcomes for your community’s children; Developing a shared culture of improvement; Facilitating the free transfer 
of staff across your partnership; and Ensuring you can safeguard the long-term success of your children’s services. 
Attendance is £299 + VAT for voluntary sector, and £399 + VAT for public sector. For further information, please 
visit: www.emapconferences.co.uk/childrensservicesworkforce/ 

Combining Strengths, Delivering Outcomes: Collabora tion in Children, Young People and Family 
Services , Tuesday, February 17, 2009, London. Organisations from the Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) 
need more than ever to work collaboratively with the public and private sector in delivering local area services to 
children, young people and families within the local area based Trusts/Strategic Partnerships and their new 
commissioning arrangements. This conference, organized by NCB, will allow practitioners and strategists from the 
VCS, public and private sector to explore definitions, barriers and innovation for effective partnership development 
and collaborative working. Attendance at this conference will help delegates to: Gain insight into perspectives on 
collaboration from different sectors; Grasp definitions and expectations at different stages of collaboration; and 
Learn strategies to support the VCS to collaboratively deliver children, young people and family services. For 
further information, visit: www.ncb.org.uk. 

Honour Based Violence and Forced Marriage , 5 March 2009, Reading Town Hall, RG1 1QH. This one-day 
conference, organised by Thames Valley Partnership and Thames Valley Criminal Justice Board, is aimed at front 
line practitioners and those who influence policy and strategy from both the statutory and voluntary sector. It aims 
to help raise awareness of the issues surrounding Honour Based Violence and Forced Marriage and to share best 
practice to improve service provision for victims. Speakers include: Commander Stephen Allen, ACPO; Sarah 
Russell or Suzelle Dickson, Joint heads, Forced Marriage Unit; Jasvinder Sanghera, Karma Nirvana; DCI Steve 
Tolmie, Family Liaison Coordinator and Shan Saunders, Prosecutor, Thames Valley Crown Prosecution Service. 
To book your place for this free event, please contact: debbie@thamesvalleypartnership.org.uk, Tel 01844 202001. 

The Journey to Recovery: Safeguarding Children Livi ng With Trauma and Family Violence - Assessment, 
Analysis and Intervention , 21 & 22 May 2009, Institute of Child Health, London. This conference focuses on 
assessment and intervention with children and families living in a climate of trauma and family violence. This 
includes: Families where there may be extensive recurrent patterns of violence between adults; verbal, sexual, or 
physical violence involving children; Parenting capacities that may be affected by physical or mental health factors, 
or drug or alcohol abuse, disrupting children’s care; and Extensive abuse of one or more children or multiple forms 
of maltreatment at various phases of development, causing physical, sexual, emotional harm and impairment of 
development. Cost: £245 + £36.75 VAT - Total £281.75. To apply please contact Jane Phythian, Administrator, 
jane.phythian@childandfamilytraining.org.uk, Tel 01904 424960, or see www.childandfamilytraining.org.uk. For 
further information, including detailed programme, visit: www.childandfamilytraining.org.uk/LondonConference.pdf. 

Sexual Abuse: Overcoming Methodological and Ethical  Dilemmas, Friday 5 June 2009, 9.30am – 
4.30pm, London NW1. Organised by PhD students and FreshStart, the aims of this conference are to bring 
together individuals who specialise in the area of sexual abuse in order to broaden awareness of new studies and 
innovative methodological approaches. Attendance is free of charge, but booking is essential. For more 
information, to register attendance or submit an abstract, contact Rebecca Barns, rebecca.barns@bris.ac.uk, tel 
0117 954 6755. 

5th Annual International Mixed Methods Conference,  Wed 8 – Sat 11 July 2009, Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire. Hosted by The School of Healthcare, University of Leeds. Keynote Lectures from Professor Jennifer 
Mason, University of Manchester, UK; Dr Lesley Currie, Yale University, US; and Dr Alicia O'Cathain, University 
of Sheffield UK. Workshops will include Conducting mixed methods research and the practice of research with 
Professor John W Creswell and Dr Vicki L Plano Clark; Quality in Mixed Methods Research with Professor Alan 
Bryman; Transformative Mixed Methods Research with Professor Donna M Mertens; and a step-by-step guide to 
publishing mixed research articles with Professor Anthony Onwuegbuzie and Professor Kathleen M T Collins. 
Abstracts are invited  from researchers, particularly those working within the social sciences, health and 
education. The deadline for abstracts is 3 April 2009. For more information, visit www.mixedmethods.leeds.ac.uk, 
or contact Sue Wright at s.wright@leeds.ac.uk. 
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