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Practice Development Seminar

Pathways to Permanence
for Minority Ethnic Children
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1.00pm - 4.00pm

King’s College London SE1

Hadley Centre for Adoption and Foster Care Studies

Julie Selwyn

University of Bristol

Julie Selwyn is a Senior Lecturer and Director of the Hadley Centre for Adoption and Foster Care Studies,
School for Policy Studies, University of Bristol.

Although there are many strongly held beliefs and opinions, there have been very few research studies that
have examined permanency planning for minority ethnic children. This seminar will examine the findings from a
recently completed study, across three local authorities with high minority populations, in the DCSF funded
‘Adoption Research Initiative.’

Julie Selwyn and colleagues set out to understand more about minority ethnic children’s care careers and to
examine whether their placement outcomes were different from those of white children, especially in relation to
permanence. In this session, the following questions will be addressed:

Who are the young minority ethnic children being looked after?

Are there differences in the services white and minority ethnic children receive and in the reasons for
referral?

Do minority ethnic children enter care more speedily than white children and what contributes to delays
in planning?

Which children are recommended for adoption and which are placed?

How do social workers think about ethnicity, identity and matching?

What are the dilemmas facing social workers who are trying to find permanent placements for minority
ethnic children?
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A certain number of places for this seminar are free to staff in organisations that are members of
Making Research Count. For those who are not members, the cost is £80.00. Places are limited, so you
will need to book through either your own agency’s Training Department or by contacting the MRC
Administrator at University of Bedfordshire, Cara Senouni, Institute for Applied Social Research, Park
Square, Luton LU1 3JU, cara.senouni@beds.ac.uk, (01582) 743085.

Booking Form

Specific requirements
(access, etc.)

Payment Details please tick one of the following:

I:I Free place(s) as member of Making Research Count

I:I | enclose a cheque for £.... (£70 per person) made payable to University of
Bedfordshire

I:I Please invoice me/my agency for the cost of my/our place(s), marked for the

attention of (please provide name and address if different from delegate/s details
above):

Confirmation of your booking will be sent by email. Joining instructions will also be sent by
email one week before the event.
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